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Shaldon Parish Council  Parish Council Meeting 23.11.2021 

 

 SHALDON PARISH COUNCIL (SPC)     
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at the Methodist Hall 

Tuesday January 25th 2022, starting 6.30pm to transact the business below. 
 
1. SPC Present: Cllr Tim Biddlestone (TB) chairing this meeting, Cllr Chris Clarance (CC), Cllr Tim 

ODonnell (TOD) Cllr Andy Burnham (AB) Cllr Derek Woodward (DW) and Cllr Danielle Westlake 
(DWEST) 

 
      Karen Turner (Clerk)  Cllr Alistair Dewhirst (AD) 
 
2. Apologies: Cllr Geoff Hobbs Absent Cllr Andy Burnham 
 
3. Declaration of conflicts of interest –  None 

  
4. To approve the minutes of the meeting of 23rd November 2021: Proposed (DW)  Seconded (TOD) 

unanimous. 
 

 4.  Matters arising from (a) minutes of 23rd November 2021: Clerk forgot to add Cllr Dewhirst on the 
November 23rd  minutes as in attendance. 

                                          (b) Concerning actions from the minutes: None 
        

Chair suspended standing orders to allow the running order to change 5.3 was brought 
forward. 

 
5. Clerks Report/Correspondence/Police report from November/December (sent to Councillors 

prior to meeting) 
                                                             
                                                             Clerks Report 25th January 2022 

Beach Lease paperwork & KGV Playpark Lease paperwork – Solicitor is extremely close 
to finalising both Leases. 

                   BT phone box in Strand offered to SPC for adoption? Application successful now awaiting 
transfer paperwork from BT 

                   Signage regarding picking up after your dog and fly tipping/litter (TOD) I will look into a 
banner for use at KGV Playing field. 

                   Locality Budget received from (AD) £250 towards clearance of weeds by corner of beach 
by the bridge. Parishioner positively commented on the work. 

                   BBQ bin suggested by (AD) with help towards funding. 
                   Thanks, from Shaldon Singalong regarding £100 donation from the Parish Council. 
                   Thank received from parishioner regarding the placing of the signage at Brook Lane 
                   £100 cheque received from Regatta towards the Beach Clean and flags for the village. 
                   Clerk requested 31st January day off 
 

           5.1  Discuss up to date information regarding the village Post Office. (CC) A meeting was held on 
the 13th January to save the PO with key personal. It was agreed that a Community Interest 
Company would be set up (not for profit) Shaldon Post Office. They are now waiting to see if 
the application is successful. The closure under the current remit is earmarked for the 2nd 
March. It is anticipated that the set-up costs will be between 5 – 7K to cover mostly staffing 
in the first few weeks. This is all very positive; the next step is for Shaldon Parish Council to 
consider a one off grant so a financial item needs to be put on the next Agenda. (TB) Please 
can we see sight of the business plan prior to the meeting. 
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           5.2 Correspondence received from the Shaldon Bowling Club regarding TDC maintenance 

programme going forward – Clerk as the Responsible Finance Officer has requested further 
information/documentation and requested that representatives from the Club attend a Parish 
Council meeting in 2022. Representatives for the Bowling Club spoke at length regarding the 
challenging times facing the village Bowling Green as the lease is currently being negotiated 
with TDC for the next 35 years.TDC are looking to save money across the district which 
effects Bowling Greens. Shaldon bowling club does not have a pavilion only a changing 
facility, therefore are very limited on ways they can generate additional revenue. Shaldon 
bowling club have spent much of their own funds to bring the green up to international 
standard. Whilst the club has 70 members there would be a shortfall in funds going forward 
as the new lease is laid out.  SPC made it very clear that loosing the bowling club was not an 
option and requested the bowling club to attend a further meeting when they had met with 
TDC and had an update on the negotiated Head Of Terms. 

 
           5.3 Ringmore and Shaldon Playpark Committee were requested to attend the Parish meeting as 

the signing of the KGV Lease is imminent. As requested, a full list of the committee members 
were given to the Clerk, along with the up to date statement of funds. SPC wished to ensure 
that the committee understood that this was a serious responsibility for both the committee 
and SPC. The committee fully understood the commitment and are grateful to SPC for 
allowing them to push forward with applying for funding to assist with bringing the KGV 
Playpark up to date. (CC) stated he had been in talks for possible securing some second-
hand equipment. (TOD) Thank you, but we would like to decline as it would not be covered 
by any guarantee and could be costly to repair. The Clerk stated the Terms Of Reference 
would need to be drawn up, so SPC & the Ringmore and Shaldon Playpark Committee could 
work together. It was requested a further report be completed on the KGV Playpark to 
ensure TDC had met the necessary safety standards prior to signing the Lease. Clerk to 
arrange. Chair re-instated running order 

 
6. Planning applications – see separate agenda – Chair moved planning to the end of the meeting as 

Cllr Danielle Westlake was running late from work (chairing the meeting), although a support decision 
was recorded on item 5v as the application was represented by member of the public who had been 
duly waiting. 
 

7.   Financials –  Clerk 
7.1 Monthly accounts –  proposed (TB) (seconded (CC) Agreed unanimously  
7.2 Budget approved for 22/23 £41,208 -  proposed (CC) seconded (TB) Agreed unanimously. Clerk 

to advise TDC. 

8.   Devon County Councillors Report: County Councillor’s Report 25th January – Shaldon 

Lateral flow device tests are in exceptionally high demand at the moment.    There are several ways you 
can collect your free LFD tests, including from your local pharmacy, some community sites, and they’re 
available to order online for delivery at home.Picking up tests from a pharmacy is the quickest way to get 
a rapid test for most people.   You will need to give the pharmacy a 'collect code' when you pick up the 
tests, which you can get on the government website.Online ordering is very popular, and although there’s 
no shortage of LFD tests, they occasionally stop taking orders online in periods of increased demand.   
This pause is temporary, and availability is refreshed daily.   People are encouraged to re-visit the site 
later if they are unable to collect tests as more will be available. 
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From Tuesday 11th January, people in England who receive a positive lateral flow device (LFD) test 
result for coronavirus are required to self-isolate immediately, without having to take a confirmatory PCR 
test.It’s a temporary measure while cases of coronavirus are so high across the UK.   Rapid LFD tests 
are for regular use by people who do not show any of the three main symptoms of having coronavirus – 
the high temperature, new and continuous coughing, or change to their usual sense of taste or smell.   If 
you have any of those symptoms, you’re to self-isolate immediately and arrange a PCR test, online. 
Right now, with the high prevalence of infection, it’s highly likely that a positive lateral flow test will be a 
true positive, therefore a confirmatory PCR test isn’t necessary.   NHS Test and Trace have found that 
for every 10,000 lateral flow tests carried out, there are likely to be fewer than three false positive results.  

There are some exceptions.   People who have a positive LFD test result should still have a follow-up 
PCR test if: 

• you wish to claim the Test and Trace Support Payment – to claim the Test and Trace Support 
Payment, you must have tested positive for COVID-19 following a PCR test or an assisted LFD test 

• you have received an email or letter from the NHS because of a health condition that means you 
may be suitable for new COVID-19 treatments – if this applies to you and you develop any COVID-19 
symptoms, you should use the PCR test kit that was sent to you in the post for this purpose; if you have 
not received a PCR test kit you can arrange to have a PCR test 

• you are taking LFD tests as part of research or surveillance programmes, and the programme 
asks you to take a follow-up PCR test 

• you have a positive day 2 LFD test result after you arrive in England 

From Monday 10th January critical workers will be asked to take a LFD test on every working day, for an 
initial five weeks.   Daily testing by critical workers is to help identify people who are carrying the virus 
and could spread it unknowingly and limit the risk of outbreaks within those workplaces. ‘Critical workers’ 
in this case include people who work in national security, transport, and food distribution and processing.   
It includes roles in Border Force, police, fire and rescue services control rooms, electricity generation, 
test kit warehouses and test surge labs.  

Not included in this scheme are workers within adult social care or education, who already have a testing 
allocation with the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA). 

The County Council’s target budget for 2022/23 was approved by the Cabinet in December but will not 
be finalised until February.   The target budget calls for an extra £18.2 million to be spent on adult care 
and health in the new financial year, as well as an increase of £11.6 million for children’s services if the 
budget is ratified - rises of 10%.   This does however hide some horrifying cuts to service provision - 
services for Older People –cut by £7m, for people with physical disability - cut by £1.5 million, for 
Learning Disability Services cut by £6.1 million, for individuals to live more independently - cut by £1.4 
million, and £1 million to be cut from mental health services. 

The budget for highways will go up by £200,000 or 0.4% but with inflation taken into account this will be a 
£3.15million cut; communities and public health will also rise by 2.4%, again meaning a £2.85 million cut 
after inflation under this proposed budget.   Overall, the county’s spending is planned to increase from 
£580 million to over £629 million – a rise of 8%.    
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Devon’s new director of finance, Angie Sinclair, warned that the pressures on services were continuing to 
mount – clearly this budget will have a massive impact on our roads and on services offered to residents.   
At the time I spoke at Cabinet and pointed out the risks, particularly with our Highways service which I 
believe is virtually at breaking point, at the time I did not know the full extent of the cuts to our social 
services in the County. 

Alistair Dewhirst  - alistair.dewhirst@devon.gov.uk / Tel 07836 704127 

           8.1  Agreed signage regarding the collecting of cockles – Signage quotation accepted 3 x A1 
signs (plastic coated) to be wall mounted – proposed (TOD) seconded (DW)  

9. Teignbridge District Councillor’s Report: January 2022. 

Some of you might well have noticed the error in my last article in the last Jan edition of the parish 
magazine. Further to the sewage stress discharges, the chart showing the tank sizes, pumping speeds 
outlets and number of discharges wasnt actually done by me, but I guess kindly done by maybe the 
editor for better clarity. The number of stress discharges when added up wasnt just 97 but 197. Suffice to 
say Teignbridge overview and scrutiny committee on which I am a member will be again looking at this 
issue and I will press for some action for a betterment of this situation. I asked some questions on this 
matter to the leader of Teignbridge at a Full Council meeting and was rather disappointed with his reply, 
asking for some resolution for action to come from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, rather than in 
effect just me. 

As you know this problem has grown bigger and bigger over the years, since Victorian times when the 
sewer system was built for far fewer houses than we have had built over at least the last hundred years 
or so. 

My belief is we certainly need faster pumps, certainly at the Shaldon holding tank where 52 spills have 
occurred in 2020. Certainly the Teignmouth Milford Park tank is pumping at a seven times faster rate 
than Shaldon does, using the common pipe to take the effluent to Buckland. But can Buckland cope with 
that extra capacity if faster pumps were installed? SWW say Buckland Works are fit for purpose till 2035. 
Perhaps not if SWW have to cut down the number of stress discharges with more effluent arriving so 
quickly in times of heavy rainfall at Buckland. 

Certainly far too much surface water via highway drains is surcharging our already very large storage 
tank. Such water pointless to be pumped to Buckland to again be in the end discharged at sea from our 
outfall bouy. Certainly to avoid this would be a major disruption process for Shaldon almost beyond 
comprehension to separate out the two items, being sewage and rainwater. Only the two last small 
estates being Oak Tree Grove and The Salting’s implement this now. 

Onto play park matters, at the last Full Council meeting there is to be a complete revamp of the play park 
at Teignmouth, at a cost of £280 k. I asked the leader whether rather than just dispose of the old 
equipment there, whether it might be in order for Shaldon Play Park to have any of the items that were 
still fit for purpose, to which I received a favourable answer. Immediately after that meeting I went to the 
play park and looked at what was there that might be of use, two items caught my eye, the eight-foot 
diameter roundabout ring and the see saw on springs. Both these pieces I felt could be easily transported 
to what are empty places in our park where the matt surfaces, I suggest are already in place to take 
them. Thus I immediately alerted Tim O Donnell, Chair of Shaldons Play Park group, to this offer in effect 
from the leader of TDC in the hope his committee would embrace my suggestion if they can? 



Page 5 of 8 

 

Shaldon Parish Council  Parish Council Meeting 23.11.2021 

 

                                                                                              Chris Clarance 

10. Village maintenance items to be discussed and actions required:- Cllrs 
 

   
         10.1  Post maintenance by the Manor Slip – (TB) fixing next week. 
 

          10.2  Lengthsman Advert – job requirements to be discussed for onward publication. (DW) has 
produced spreadsheet for approx 1st year costing which have been forwarded to 
Councillors before this meeting. This is a self employed handy person role 

                     Proposed (TB) seconded (DW) Agreed unanimously. Clerk to advertise role and suitable 
candidates will be requested to attend an interview date and time to be advised. 

      
 

 11.  Parish Councillor’s Reports relating to Shaldon to include actions from previous meetings –  
      .  
         11.1. (DWEST) to update on the Botanical Folly and Gardens – The garden structures wish to 

be registered as Heritage Assets, please would Shaldon Parish Council back the friends 
with this request. (Unanimously agreed) The friends wish to thank Shaldon Parish Council 
for the signage they are very grateful. The district surveyor has looked at the grotto and for 
health and safety reason will get a surveyor’s report to include the wall. 

 
         11.2. (DW) to update on weeding programme – weeds are under control in the village – the area 

of the corner beach which was previously cleared by the bridge is growing back, further 
consultation to take place with the contractor on how best to deal with the situation.            

 
   11.3.   (TOD) Following Land Registry reports of owners of the cobbles along Bridge Road. 
               (AD)The traffic orders meeting was held in September. Due to the A380 road works which 

were taking place at the time it was felt that stats regarding traffic levels were higher than 
average and a comparison needs to be completed in the spring. 2022. Deferred until April 
2022. 

              
              (TOD)Torquay Road schedule of works regarding DCC schedule of works beside Oak 

Tree Grove/Commons Old Road -  This is down to DCC to deal with, therefore remove 
from future agenda’s. 

 
   11.4. (DWEST)  Update on Emergency Plan – No further progress - deferred until February 2022. 
 

        11.5. (TOD) Update on defibrillator siting agreement at Ringmore –  The electric supply and 
fixing of a defibrillator in Ringmore is more complicated as Laural Lane is now deemed 
unsuitable. The Ness phone box to become a defibrillator –Heartbeat   Trust contacted for 
correct signage and defibrillator – the Clerk advised she had has also made contact with them 
for the external defibrillator on the Shaldon KGV Changing rooms. Clerk reported that this 
has been ordered and paid for. She chased it again to be told there is a hold up with the 
outdoor case, she will chase again if no update in two weeks.  

 
    11.6.  (CC) update on Community Road Warden –.40 bags 1 ton of salt arrived at Shaldon 

working party required to put into the storage shed – all put in container. Queens Platinum 
Street Party Friday 3rd June 3pm to 5.30pm article in the Parish news. 
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        11.7. (DWEST) Cycle rack – Quote received to remove the bench and re site and fit the cycle rack 
in Belles Court £325. Proposed (TOD) seconded (TB) agreed unanimously. 

 
12.    Forward Planning for 2022. 

 
            Sub Committee required for the beach once the Lease is signed, to oversee boat placements 

and general activities –deferred until a future meeting when Lease is signed. 
              
            Plan for Litter Bins March – deferred until  February.  

               
                Dog signage to be clearer from the step towards Ness Beach – deferred until 2022 when 

Teignbridge PSPO returns with dog ban requirements on the beach. 
 

13.   Members of the public attended (2) 
 
14. Action takeaways from this meeting 

 
          (TB)(AB) Water ingress quote at the Folly  
          (TOD & (AB) to liaise regarding defibrillator at the back of the Clipper café - ongoing 

 
15. Next full Parish Council meeting 22nd February 2022 at the Methodist Hall at 6.30pm. Meeting closed 

8.16pm. 
 
 
  Signed by Chairman…………………………..                        Date…………………… 


