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Shaldon Parish Council  Parish Council Meeting 22.02.2022 

 

 SHALDON PARISH COUNCIL (SPC)     
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at the Methodist Hall 

Tuesday February 22nd 2022, starting 6.30pm to transact the business below. 
 
1. SPC Present: Cllr Tim Biddlestone (TB) chairing this meeting, Cllr Geoff Hobbs (GH) Cllr Chris 

Clarance (CC), Cllr Andy Burnham (AB) Cllr Derek Woodward (DW) and Cllr Danielle Westlake 
(DWEST)) 

 
      Karen Turner (Clerk)  Cllr Alistair Dewhirst (AD) 
 
2. Apologies: Cllr Tim O Donnell (working) 
 
3. Declaration of conflicts of interest –  None 

  
4. To approve the minutes of the meeting of 25th January 2022: Proposed (CC)  Seconded (DW) 

unanimous. 
 

 5.  Matters arising from (a) minutes of 25th January 2022: None 
                                          (b) Concerning actions from the minutes: None 
        
 
6. Clerks Report/Correspondence/Police report from January (sent to Cllrs prior to meeting) 

Clerks Report 22nd February 2022 
Beach Lease paperwork awaiting update from TDC to finalise – Clerk has chased our Solicitor 

awaiting TDC Solicitor’s updated paperwork 
KGV Playpark Lease – Clerk has arranged a final Annual inspection before completion of Lease 

Signage regarding picking up after your dog and fly tipping/litter (AD) May have a spare banner for 
use at KGV Playing field. 

Strand Telephone Box adoption – Clerk looking for SPC agreement to sign paperwork 
Road Closure for Queens Jubilee Street Party 5th June agreed by DCC 

Interviews to be arranged for Handy person 
Bins – quotes for March - October 

 
6.1  Discuss up to date information regarding the village Post Office. (CC) requested that the Chair 

suspend s/o to allow for PO representative to address the Parish Council. Chair suspended S/O. 
       Positive that the Post Office will not close and anyone going into the Post Office will not see any 

real changes. The community interest bank account is open and we are just waiting for the 
transfer of the Post Office Licence. The building has been sold andthe building has been offered 
back for a peppercorn rent to assist with the start up costs. The support we need now is from the 
community for the start-up costs regarding staff, insurances and stock. Any profit made will be 
put back into the community allowing the community  
a voice on how this is spent.  

     (CC) this is fantastic news and I would like to offer £500 from my budget towards the start- 
up,and  I trust my fellow members of the Council will offer their support. Cllrs asked for an 
update at the next meeting to consider further. Clerk to put on March agenda. 

 
6.2  Bringing SPC in line to making more of their own decisions – Neighbourhood Plan – Training 

Cllrs/Clerk – (DWEST) Are Cllrs prepared to take on training? 
       And the Clerk to obtain cilca? This would allow for GCP to be drawn up which allows for a 

Council to have greater powers over its spending. To consider 
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      A community committee to work along side the Council to assist in requests around the village – 
Cllrs requested more information.  

 
6.3  Chairman to be known as Chair going forward – National Association Of Council - Noted 

 

7. Planning applications – see separate agenda – 
8. Financials –  Clerk 
8.1 Monthly accounts –  proposed (TB) (seconded (DW) Agreed unanimously  

9.   Devon County Councillors Report:  

County & District Councillor’s Report 22nd February – Shaldon 
 

In the light of the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday, Devon’s Director of Public Health has made 
the following announcement: 
 
“What is clear is that it is vital that people continue to look out for each other, and do all they can to 
reduce risk, especially to those who are more vulnerable.   That means being respectful of other people’s 
concerns and personal situations.   The public health advice is that anyone who tests positive for 
coronavirus, or who shows symptoms of having it, including a high temperature or cough, should stay at 
home and avoid contact with others.   The same can be said for any other infectious illness, such a flu, or 
vomiting and diarrhoea.   We need to get to a place whereby it’s commonly accepted that when 
someone’s not well and there’s risk of spreading that virus, that they stay home to reduce the risk of 
transmission to others.” 
 

Council leaders have welcomed Government backing for a Devon, Plymouth and Torbay County Deal 
aimed at delivering on key economic and social priorities for the area.   The announcement by Levelling 
Up Secretary Michael Gove commits the Government to working with a strong partnership of councils on 
the detail of a deal as part of the Government’s levelling up policy. 
 
When finalised, it’s hoped the County Deal with Government will provide councils across Devon, 
Plymouth and Torbay with extra powers and influence to improve economic and social conditions in all 
the communities they serve. 
 
The devolution bid was based on the strong foundation of the councils in Devon working well and closely 
together, as they have for many years, but especially so throughout the pandemic.   A new purpose and 
unity has, without doubt, been forged. 
 
I am cautious about the Combined Mayoral Authority model, believing it can lead to a situation where the 
districts are marginalised and decisions are taken very much more remotely from the communities they 
affect.  
 
Devon is hugely short-changed by Government - you need only look at the loss of money from the rate 
support grant, the massive budget hole for special educational needs in Devon and so much more. For 
some, the devolution deal will be headlined as more money for Devon.... the reality is that we'll get back 
some of what has been taken.  
 
In short, Devon is likely to find it has lost a fiver and found sixpence! 
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However, we must be pragmatic and seize the opportunities that are available - and if we can get the 
additional resources we need to deliver more and better jobs, the affordable housing that is so essential 
and boost Devon's reputation as a place to do business, then we shouldn't stand on the sidelines - but 
grasp what is available, work with Government and continue together to lobby for Devon. 
 

Devon County Council approved its lowest council tax rise for seven years – this is because councils are 
only allowed to increase their budget by 2.99%.   In previous years they have been able to increase by 
up to 3% on top of this for social care- however that was spread over three years but could be used in 
one go – and so they did. 
 
It means council taxpayers in Devon will be asked for £1,556.46 for a Band D property to help fund vital 
services for the most vulnerable children and adults and our highway network. 
 
The Conservative budget was approved at last Thursday’s full council meeting by 35 votes to 12 with 
seven abstentions.   An alternative Liberal Democrat budget was defeated by 42 votes to 12. 
 
But there will still be spending increases of over 10 per cent on both children’s services and adult 
services and health to keep up with a rocketing rise in demand.   These increases mask some worrying 
figures – staffing levels in the Adult and children’s services will rise by 498 to 3, 101.   We will be 
spending not quite £1 million extra on these staff to tell people that we are cutting £3.5 million in care and 
support for older people, £3 million in support for people with leaning difficulties and £1.4 million to 
support people to live independently at home. 
 
When it comes to Highways we are cutting £250k from retaining walls and bridges, £700k from safety 
work, £120k from network management, £300k from drainage maintenance and £100 from cyclic 
cleaning (gullies) – this is on top of inflation pressures of £1.56 million.   Something I feel terrible about - 
we are planning to increase waste to landfill by 4,750 tonnes and reducing our recycled waste by 10,000 
tonnes at a time when we should be decreasing the former and upping the latter. 
 
Finally, we are cutting £120k from our Locality budgets, £462k for grant funding to communities and 
£329k for community grants.   I guess the one bright spot is that our Libraries are planning to purchase 
200,000 children’s books 
 
The Council will take £22.9 million from emergency reserves and there will be cuts of £30 million.   This is 
all without the Children’s High Needs Block budget which is expected to reach a staggering deficit of 
£110 million by the end of next year.   All in all, a disaster for our County – it did not have to be this way. 
 
Alistair Dewhirst  - alistair.dewhirst@devon.gov.uk / Tel 07836 704127 
  
10. Teignbridge District Councillor’s Report: February 2022.  
 

I have to report I am still on the case of trying to cut down vastly the number of stress sewage discharges that South 

West Water make into the River Teign. I had the chance to bring this to members attention at the Planning 

Committee meeting on the 15th Feb, when we voted for another 255 properties to be added to, what is an already 

overloaded sewage disposal system. Unfortunately back in 2014 TDC planning committee,of which I wasnt a 

member at the time, gave an outline permission for these 255 houses at a development known as TE3, better known 

as being near Buddleford Farm, off the main Exeter Road northward of Teignmouth Cemetery. Having granted this 

outline permission the committee didnt have any solid planning grounds to turn around and refuse it now, so I just 

abstained when the vote came. 

mailto:alistair.dewhirst@devon.gov.uk
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Despite my speech about the fact that there were some 185 discharges into the actual estuary, with 52 at the 

Shaldon outlet in 2020, with SWW being an consultee when it comes to us making decisions,the lead officer stated 

that SWW sat outside the planning process,with the Environment Agency being the organisation that should be 

tackling them for a betterment of the situation. I still feel this is not a satisfactory state of affairs when we now know 

the facts that something is clearly wrong.Do we need even larger holding tanks,faster pumping speeds and better 

capacity at the Buckland Works, remain the answers I am seeking to make sure SWW address this situation for a 

betterment asap. 

To that end I have submitted three questions for the leader of TDC to answer via the legal team at TDC. After all its 

TDC granting the planning permissions like this, so are we in the clear in Common Law for creating more public 

nuisance even when we are not negligent? I quoted a famous test case in law, known as Rylands  v Fletcher, so it 

will be interesting to see those written answers at the Full Council meeting of the 22 Feb. 

Onto other matters, at the 22nd Feb, the Full Council meeting, Teignbridges council tax will be debated and voted 

on. As we are capped by the government from any large increase it seems we are heading towards another £5 pa on 

a band D property, equivalent to an increase of 2.78%. With such a mild increase, because of other higher increases 

levied by others we collect council tax for, Teignbridge share of what we collect is down now from 11% in the past, 

to keeping just 9% of  what you pay it total. This will be our 5th budget where we have managed to run our council 

without having a government rate support grant, so as an organisation we have become well used to running 

without government financial help. However I believe we did receive, what shall I just say as, reasonable financial 

help as an authority over the Covid period when our income was impacted on. 

I gather from our SPC Chairman, Tim Biddlestone that an anonymous benefactor is kindly going to pay for an asset 

of TDC to be cleaned and spruced up,namely the Ness Tunnel, which is rather a sorry state at the moment, so 

always good to hear that there are people about prepared to do just this taking the financial pressure off TDC and 

prepared to go that bit extra for the benefit of the village we all so love. My thanks goes to this person. This I gather 

is scheduled to be done soon after April 1st. 

9.1 Street Party update (CC) Very busy so far 46 groups in excess of 763 people could require a third 
line on the beach. Update in Parish Magazine. Request that there is no room for pergolas on the 
beach. 

11. Village maintenance items to be discussed and actions required:- Cllrs 
 

          10.1  Handy person Advert – Advert now closed - Interviews to be arranged by Clerk. 
 

 12.  Parish Councillor’s Reports relating to Shaldon to include actions from previous meetings –  
      .  
         12.1. (DWEST) to update on the Botanical Folly and Gardens – Very little damage from the 

storms – balustrade now repaired. Healthy number of volunteers which is excellent. Pond 
cleared hopeful for some fish from Ness cottage, may need a heron. There will be an Easter 
Event details to follow. Costings being obtained regarding witches cave/retaining walls. 
Concerns over placement of memorial benches – the friends are speaking with TDC so as 
not to obstruct views/foliage. AGM 16th March 22 all Cllrs welcome. 

 
         12.2. (DW) to update on weeding programme – No issues with weeding at the moment, or 

signage. Seat from Belles Court relocated to Torquay Road and cycle rack now in its place. 
Corner piece of beach by the bridge re-treated to control the weeds FOC. Anonymous 
donation to clean Ness Tunnel and steps right down to the beach to commence 4-4-22. 

       
   12.3. (DWEST)  Update on Emergency Plan – 3 groups in the village willing to assist – Sing a long 

Shaldon, WI and Homeyards one key person point of contact from each group which will 
elevate GDPR issues. As the Methodist Hall is the main hub site, a second suggestion is 
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the Victoria Hall contact made to confirm and a third the Shipwrights for Ringmore part of 
the village. Budget request for grab and go back packs £300 for key members to be 
responsible for upkeep. Agreed unanimously. 

 
        12.4. (TOD) Update on defibrillator siting agreement at Ringmore –  TOD absent 
                 Clerk dealing with KGV and Ness phone box defibs – Community Heartbeat trust hold 

up regarding KGV external box due middle of March. Ness phone box package ordered. 
 

    12.5.  (CC) update on Community Road Warden –.Nothing to report. 
 

         
13.    Forward Planning for 2022. 

 
            Sub Committee required for the beach once the Lease is signed, to oversee boat placements 

and general activities –deferred until a future meeting when Lease is signed. 
              
            Plan for Litter Bins March – proposal to accept Biffa. 

               
                Dog signage to be clearer from the steps towards Ness Beach –Teignbridge PSPO returns 

little change (CC) to order sign from H – S Hire. 
                (GH) Dog Warden signage would be helpful as may people in the village unaware of the rules 

regarding the Public Space Protection Order. Clerk to place in notice board. 
 
                 Bridge Street crossing deferred until updated statistics from DCC (future meeting). 
 

14.   Members of the public attended (6) (4 relating to planning) 
 
15. Action takeaways from this meeting 

 
          (TB)(AB) Water ingress quote at the Folly – pressed again to attend. 
          (TOD & (AB) to liaise regarding defibrillator at the back of the Clipper café – no update as 

TOD absent. 
          (CC) Order dog sign to ensure clearer instructions to owners when turning towards Ness 

Beach from Marine Parade steps 
 

16.             Next full Parish Council meeting 22nd March 2022 at the Methodist Hall at 6.30pm. Meeting 
closed 8.50pm. 

 
 
  Signed by Chair…………………………..                        Date…………………… 


