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Shaldon Parish Council  Parish Council Meeting 22.03.2022 

 

 SHALDON PARISH COUNCIL (SPC)     
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at the Methodist Hall 

Tuesday March 22nd 2022, starting 6.30pm to transact the business below. 
 
SPC Present: Cllr Tim Biddlestone (TB) chairing this meeting,  Cllr Andy Burnham (AB) Cllr Derek 
Woodward (DW) and Cllr Danielle Westlake (DWEST) Cllr Tim O Donnell (TOD) Cllr Chris Clarance (CC) 
 
      Karen Turner (Clerk)  Cllr Alistair Dewhirst (AD) 
 
1. Apologies: Cllr Geoff Hobbs (GH)  
 
2. Declaration of conflicts of interest –  None 

  
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting of 22nd February 2022: Unanimously agreed. 
 

 4.  Matters arising from (a) minutes of 22nd February 2022: None 
                                          (b) Concerning actions from the minutes: None 
        
 
5. Clerks Report/Correspondence/Police report from February (sent to Cllrs prior to meeting) 

 Clerks Report 22nd March 2022 
 

Beach Lease paperwork - Clerk has chased our Solicitor awaiting TDC Solicitor’s updated paperwork, 

chased TDC again. 

KGV Playpark Lease – as above will complete just after Beach Lease. 

Interview Handyman completed – post offered on a self-employed basis £13 per hour  

(3-month trial for both parties Monday & Thursdays 4 hours per session). 

Increase hire Methodist Hall £20 per Annum (agreed unanimously) 

Clerks pay review completed by NALC back dated to April 2021 from 10.86 per hour to 11.05 per hour. 

(noted) 

Community Heartbeat Trust - Clerk requested defibrillator community training when the Ness phone box 

defibrillator conversion completed no timescales as yet or costings. 

Reflective banner costing requested for KGV Playpark ‘we are watching you’ along with some A4 

posters. (agreed quote £55 unanimous) 

Biffa Bin with lock to arrive for sitting on the 4th April at Manor Slip first collection on the 11th April. 

Paperwork signed and returned to BT for the adoption of the telephone box Strand await confirmation 

and consider uses for the community i.e. ATM, Defibrillator etc 

EDF Clock reading sent in for annual bill assessment. 

BT Broadband prices to increase (consumer price index from 1st April) from £29.95 to £32.73 per month 

the phone line on it own would be £32.14 from the 1st April so as Methodist Hall contribute suggest we 

leave as it is. (agreed) 
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Teignmouth Airshow – SPC to consider donation (Red Arrows to perform in 2022 cost £15K)  (Put on 

April’s Agenda) 

 
 
5.1  Discuss up to date information regarding the village Post Office and consider assisting 

with start up funds. Chair suspended standing orders – since the last meeting funds had 
reached 5k against 6K target in three weeks. Additional legal expenses had now seen an 
increase of funds required move to £7500. Without proof of the full £7500 the Post Office will not 
take the application to the next stage. It was requested that the Parish Council match the 
highest bidder. 

       SPC was never in doubt that the community needed to keep its Post Office. The RFO pointed 
out that the Parish Council had a budget for Subscriptions and Donations to meet the powers 
set by Local Government. Chair asked each Cllr. Voted £1500 to be paid now to the Shaldon 
Services Community Interest Company not closing the door on a future request. Voted 
unanimous. (standing orders resumed) 

 
5.2  TDC (Off street parking places order) Ness, KGV, and Labrador Bay increased by 10p per 

duration. Coaches and all current procedures remaining the same. Duly noted. 
 
5.3  Tree planting for the Queens Jubilee – replacing trees at Torquay Road. Lovely idea 

requested SW Arb (who completed previous works at the site) attend the next meeting to 
discuss best species. Clerk plaque available from the Royal British Legion from £111.00. Link on 
the Queens Green Canopy site. TOD I will arrange. 

 

6. Planning applications – see separate agenda – 
 

7. Financials –  Clerk 
7.1      Monthly accounts –  Agreed unanimously  

       8.         Devon County Councillors Report: County Councillor’s Report 22nd March – Shaldon 
 

I would like to acknowledge the female members of the Council’s staff on International Women’s Day, for 
their dedication and commitment, particularly over the last two years.   Devon is a large employer, and it’s 
the calibre of our workforce that means we’re able to deliver the public services that the people of Devon 
rely on, and rightly take for granted.   Today though, it’s worth acknowledging the many great women in 
the council’s workforce that work so hard to make the county the excellent place it is to live and to work 
in. 

 

Devon’s Director of Public Health is urging people to stay at home if they feel unwell, with coronavirus, or 
symptoms of other illnesses that could be infectious.   His call comes as Devon is seeing a rise again in the 
number of coronavirus cases, with the latest data showing a 63.4 per cent increase in cases in a seven day 
period. 

 
We now see a national rise in cases, and in Devon.   We’re seeing it across all ages, especially among the 
working age population.   We’re seeing it in care homes, we are seeing it in hospitals, with pressures in 
health and care settings compounded by staff absences due to illness. 
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Here are five simple things people are encouraged to do. 
 

1. If you have symptoms of coronavirus, or any infectious illness, e.g. a cough or high temperature, vomiting 

or diarrhoea, or tested positive for coronavirus, please stay at home if you can and avoid seeing others 

until you are feeling better. 

2. Face coverings are still required in health settings, such as GP surgeries and in hospitals.   Unless you are 

exempt, please continue to wear face coverings when in indoor public spaces with people you don’t live 

with.  That includes public transport, hospitality and retail settings. 

3. Testing, to identify if you are likely to have coronavirus, is important: testing before visiting older or 

vulnerable friend and relatives, or before going to your GP practice or to visit someone in hospital.  If you 

test positive, please stay at home for five days or until your symptoms have gone. 

4. Keep up with your vaccinations - they’re proven to help protect you and others from becoming ill. 

5. And simple hand hygiene is also still important.   It’s a simple precaution, but still effective. 

 

Local authority leaders across Devon have spoken out in concern for the people of Ukraine and their families, 
following the Russian invasion.   The authorities have pledged to work together to support Ukrainian refugees 
seeking sanctuary in the UK and have each condemned Russia’s actions. 

 
They have agreed to give particular support to families in Devon whose relatives in Ukraine are fleeing the 
conflict. 

 
Individually, councils have also taken steps to cut Russian links, such as through contracts for energy provision.   
And any few remaining investments within the Devon Pension Fund, linked to Russian assets, are being sold 
off quickly. 

 

Trading Standards is urging householders, particularly the elderly and vulnerable, to be on their guard for 
rogue traders who might try to cash in on the damage caused by recent storms. 

 
Trading Standards Service is urging householders to always reject offers of goods and services from cold 
callers, which could include people claiming to be tree surgeons or roofers, and other tradespeople who call or 
knock on the door uninvited.   There is concern that desperate householders may drop their guard and be 
duped by unscrupulous traders. 

 
Residents can report rogue traders or get advice from the Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 0808 223 1133. 

‘Let’s Talk Teenagers’ is a three-part webinar for parents and carers to help them understand and support 
their teenagers and pre-teens to navigate the challenges they might face as they grow up in today’s world.   
The sessions cover different subject areas starting with communities and family life (March 8) and followed by 
respectful relationships (March 15) and building stronger families (March 22), all at 7pm. 
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The course is delivered by parenting experts from the Safety and Resilience Consultancy.   The ‘Let’s Talk 
Teenagers’ project is part funded by the Safer Devon Partnership in partnership with the South Devon 
Community Safety Partnership, the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, and Devon County Council, 
and Teignbridge Council, and is open to parents and carers from across Devon. 

 
The sessions are delivered on Teams, and a free booklet will accompany the webinar, which will be sent out to 
delegates after the event.   Find out more or sign up for the webinar at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-
talk-teenagers-tickets-266793405257.  Due to the success of this there will be another round in June. 

Climate Change affects every one of us and from Thursday 17 March Devon residents have one final chance to 
give their views on the Devon Carbon Plan before it gets published this summer.   It focuses on three vital 
areas: buildings and transport, which account for 70 per cent of Devon’s carbon emissions, and onshore wind. 

 
The carbon plan has been created by Devon Climate Emergency, a partnership of businesses, public bodies, 
and voluntary groups, and is the county’s road map to net-zero. 

 
The plan consolidates the latest scientific evidence and, through previous consultations and last summer’s 
climate assembly, contributions from the public. 

 
This consultation is your chance to help ensure that the final Devon Carbon Plan is democratic, and fairly 
represents the wishes of Devon’s residents.   https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/5-please-tell-us-
what-you-think/ 

 
 

Alistair Dewhirst  - alistair.dewhirst@devon.gov.uk / Tel 07836 704127 
 
 

9. Teignbridge District Councillor’s Report: March 2022 
Our MP Anne Marie Morris has just announced that she has received the report from the 

Independent Reconfiguration Panel (IRP) following the referral of the decision to close 

Teignmouth Hospital to it made by the Secretary of State. Our MP states it was a decision she 

did not welcome. The IRP has determined that the consultation was compliant with the rules the 

Clinical Commissioning Group were required to follow, thus the IRP have sided with the closure 

which is not what I and many others wanted to see happen. To say I am disappointed myself is 

an understatement as I have been literally banging the drum on many a march trying to drum 

up support to save this hospital. 

I still cant understand the logic behind this closure, here we have a perfectly good secondary 

hospital, for filling a useful role, albeit without any rehabilitation beds in it. Yet we live in times 

of bed blocking at our overstretched main district hospitals and what I would term as 

insufficient care packages where many a person could benefit from recovering in a hospital 

such as Teignmouth before returning home to a care package. So sadly it appears the end of the 

road in trying to save this hospital from closure. I would however like to pay tribute to all those 

who lobbied to try and save this hospital from closure, especially Geralyn Arthurs for 

spearheading the campaign. 

As said before at Teignbridge the budget was approved at an increase of 2.78 % which put £5 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-talk-teenagers-tickets-266793405257
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-talk-teenagers-tickets-266793405257
mailto:alistair.dewhirst@devon.gov.uk
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onto a band D property. I hope TDC can work with parish councils when at parish level we 

often receive financial offers to help out some,what I would term, slightly neglected assets, 

belonging to TDC that could do with a spruce up. One such example being a complete spruce 

up of the Ness Tunnel was organised at parish level to do on April 1st. However, direct pressure 

put on TDC for a spruce up meant this was done by TDC before the parish had the opportunity 

of doing so! So at least the job is partly done but the main drain in the tunnel still needs 

attention,which hopefully will still get done and become operational again. 

I have used up all my Teignbridge councillors community allowance with a donation of £500 to 

the Community Interest Company involved in saving Shaldon Post Office from closure. My 

thanks goes to all involved in saving the P/O from closure,a truly lovely effort and a pleasure to 

have been involved to a degree in putting together the main players that have come forward to 

keep a post office going in Shaldon for the forseeable future. 
 

9.1 Street Party update (CC) Great interest 70 parties attending, numbers so far 1010. 3 lines will be 
needed on the beach I am hopeful that the requests have now slowed down as I am running out of 
space. All the acts are confirmed, the Teignmouth Shanty Singers were already booked up. Don’t 
think we need to amend the Road Closure best to remain in the central point for maximum impact for 
attendees.(TOD) Hopeful I can produce a good sound system. (TB) The Beach Jumble sadly had to 
be cancelled so we will use this date 9th April for a Beach levelling up session. Unanimously agreed. 

10. Village maintenance items to be discussed and actions required:- Cllrs 
 

          10.1  Handy person interviewed and Stuart Lunn offered the post. See Clerks report 
          10.2  Plan for Litter Bins – See Clerks report. 
          10.3  Dog signage to be clearer from the steps towards the Ness Beach.(CC) sign ordered 

awaiting delivery 
 

 11.  Parish Councillor’s Reports relating to Shaldon to include actions from previous meetings –  
      .  
         11.1. (DWEST) to update on the Botanical Folly and Gardens – AGM well attended, there are 

currently lots of volunteers. The structural report on the witches grotto has been received no 
a lot of movement in the last 9 years, although further confirmation has been requested by 
means of old photos so if you have any of the arch on the witches grotto do let the botanical 
gardens see them. Entertainment looking to be provided on the 9th July in talks with TDC at 
the moment funds would go to Ukraine /Friends of the Botanical Gardens. The Friends 
thanked the Parish Council for their ongoing support with the gardener and provided the new 
signage. 

 
         11.2. (DW) to update on weeding programme – weeds all up to date. I have spend time with 

Stuart showing him round the village with (TB) He is really up for working for the village and 
keeping it ship shape. He is in receipt of a weekly time sheet which between the 4 and 5 
sheet he will be duly paid. Whilst walking around I noticed the bollards at Sunny Patch are 
splitting and sharpe. (DW) to contact Wilsons regarding repairing. I have reported mobility 
scooter problems from Richmond Place to Ringmore Road to AD. (AD) Highways will take 
some time to investigate. The Hub signs were agreed to be ordered by the Parish Council so 
that people know how to find them (DW) will deal with siting after they have arrived. 
Unsuitable for motor vehicles sign to be replaced as it is missing. (AD) to arrange 
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   11.3. (DWEST)  Update on Emergency Plan – Have arranged a meeting with the Harbourmaster 

regarding the plan in case of a incident occurs relating to the beach/harbour. I am looking 
for medically qualified personal – (TOD) I will assist with this. I am concerned for Vulnerable 
people (AD) suggested a A4 sheet of paper regarding the Emergency Plan be dropped to 
each household upon completion on the reverse it could have a large red H (for help 
required) this could then be displayed in the windows of the vulnerable as peoples 
circumstances change and trying to keep a up to date list may prove difficult. DWest and 
Cllrs agreed this was a wonderful idea. 

 
        11.4. (TOD) Update on defibrillator siting agreement at Ringmore –  
                 Clerk dealing with KGV and Ness phone box defibs – Community Heartbeat trust hold up 

regarding KGV external box has been sorted and box due today. Appointment with electrician 
30th March for siting. Ness phone box package ordered. Ringmore siting proving difficult still 
need to find a suitable place with power. The Clipper defib box at the back of the cafe will be 
looked at on Friday and will be back in working order thereafter. 

 
    11.5.  (CC) update on Community Road Warden No filling of pot holes due to weather conditions 

full up with water - should be able to look into this again soon. (DW) perhaps Stuart could 
assist. 

         
12.    Forward Planning for 2022. 

 
            Sub Committee required for the beach once the Lease is signed, to oversee boat placements 

and general activities –deferred until a future meeting when Lease is signed. 
              
            Plan for Litter Bins March – See Clerks report 

               
                Dog signage to be clearer from the steps towards Ness Beach – See item 10.3. 
 
                 From February (GH) Dog Warden signage would be helpful as may people in the village 

unaware of the rules regarding the Public Space Protection Order, Clerk to place in notice 
board - Completed 

 
                 Bridge Street crossing deferred until updated statistics from DCC (future meeting). (AD) 

Statistics not due until later in the year, costing if agreed will need to be met by the Parish 
Council. 

 
13.   Members of the public attended 4  
 
14. Action takeaways from this meeting 

 
          (TB)(AB) Water ingress quote at the Folly – pressed again to attend. 

 
15.             Next full Parish Council meeting 26th April 2022 at the Methodist Hall at 6.30pm. Meeting 

closed  
 
 
  Signed by Chair…………………………..                        Date…………………… 


